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(54) SCHEDULING METHOD IN QUEUING SYSTEM AND CHUTING BLANKS SWITCH 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a high stability with a simple operation by discriminating one port having a 
maximum cell arrival rate and adding a dummy cell to ports except the maximum rate cell arrival port in order to permit 
the arrival rates with respect to the whole ports to be nearly equal. 

SOLUTION: A chuting blanks switch is provided with four input ports 6-11 to 6-14 and four output ports 6-21 to 6-24, for 
example. The cell arrives at the input ports 6-11 to 6-14 by different rate. A rate discriminator 6.3 discriminates the input/output 
ports 6-1 1 to 6-14 and 6-21 to 6-24 of the maximum arrival rate. A filling settler 6.4 settles a dummy flow corresponding to a 
proper queue to permit the arrival rates with respect to the whole ports 6-11 to 6-14 and 6-21 to 6-24 to be equal. A dummy cell 
generator 6.5 generates the dummy cell. A scheduler 6.6 executes routing by a heuristic MBM method without considering a 
queue length. 
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EXAMPLE 1 ^ , . t . 

To 1 00 g of a polyurethane latex (solid matter concentration: 6% by weight) having a following 
composition was added 1 00 g of acetone and 1 0 g of ethyl acetate, and to the mixture, with stirring, 
was slowly added 6 g of C.I. Solvent Blue 2 (CI. No. 42563B). The obtained mixture was dissolved 
uniformly and after that the solvent was removed by means of an evaporator, whereby a hydrophobic 
dye-containing aqueous dispersed liquid having the dye concentration of 6% by weight was obtained. 



--{CH 



< (n=»35) 



0 
I 

-C-NH 



0 

I 

NH-C-O- 



16.7 



66.6 



"2^2 



? B 3 
I 



16.7 mol% (the same applies 
hereinafter) 



10 



15 



To the aqueous dispersed liquid was added 92 g of tetraethylene glycol diethyl ether. 36 g of 
triethylene glycol, and 1 2 g of 1 0% by weight potassium carbonate, and the mixture was uniformly 1 0 
mixed. The thus obtained ink composition of the present invention was able to be filtrated without 
clogging through Toyo Filter Papter No. 131 (manufactured by Toyo Filter Paper Co., Ltd.). 

The ink composition of the present invention has the viscosity of 7.3 centipoise (cps) at room 
temperature (25°C) and surface tension of 42.5 dyn/cm, and had no change in the characteristics even 
after the one-month storage thereof, during which no deposits was Recognized. 1 5 

EXAMPLE 2 

6 g of C.I. Solvent Red 8 (C.I. No. 1271 5) was dissolved Into 1 50 g of acetone and to the obtained 
solution, with stirring, was slowly added dropwise 100 g of a polyurethane latex (solid matter 
concentration: 896 by weight) having the following composition. After the whole quantity was added 
20 dropwise, the solvent was removed by means of an evaporator, thereby obtaining a hydrophobic dye- 20 
containing polyurethane latex having the dye concentration of 696 by weight 



CH, 



(n=35) 



o o 



T 3 

-O-H-CH 2 CH 2 -1^CH 2 CH 2 - 



CH, 



16.7 



66.6 



16.7 



To the obtained aqueous dispersed liquid was added 92 g of diethylene glycol monobutyl ether, 
36 g of polyethylene glycol #400. and 1 2 g of 1 0% by weight potassium carbonate, and the mixture 
25 was uniformly mixed. The thus obtained ink composition of the present invention was able to be filtered 
without clogging through a Toyo Filter Paper No. 1 31 . This ink composition of the present invention has 
the viscosity of 7.6 cps. at room temperature (25°C) and surface tension of 30.5 dyn/cm, and had no 
change in the characteristics even after the one-month storage thereof, during which no depostis was 
recognized. 

30 EXAMPLE 3 

To 100 g of a polyurethane latex (solid matter concentration: 1 0% by weight) having the following 
composition was added 1 00 g of tetraethylene glycol dimethyl ether, 37.5 g of glycerol, and 250 g of 
tetrahydrofuran, and to the mixture, with stirring, was slowly added 1 0 g of a blue hydrophobic dye [2- 
tert^utytsulfamoyl-4-(2-memyl-sulfonyM^ 
35 sulfoneamideM -naphthol], and the resulting mixture was dissolved uniformly. After that the 
tetrahydrofuran was removed by means of an evaporator, and finally 12.5 ml of 10% by weight 



25 



30 



35 
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potassium carbonate was added to thereby obtain a hydrophobic dye-impregnated pcSyurethanc latex 
with the dye concentration of 4% by weight wherein the ratio by weight of the hydrophobic dye to the 
polyurethane latex equals 1:1. The ink composition of the present invention finally obtained by being 
filtrated through a Toyo Filter Paper No. 1 3 1 has the viscosity of 8.0 cps. at room temperature (25°C) 
and surface tension of 38.3 dyn/cm, and even after the one-month storage of the ink no deposits were 
observed. 



-^CH 2 )r-o)^CH 2 CH 2 0- 



(n«35) 



16.7 



CH 3 

-NH-C-0 CH^CH 0 -f^-CH n CH^O- 



CH 



66.6 



16.7 



CONTROL 1 

The procedure of Example 1 was repeated the same with the exception that in place of the 10 
polyurethane latex, a polyvinyl polymer latex having the following composition was used, but the 
obtained ink was shown a large amount of deposits after the one-week storage thereof. 



15 



COOC 4 K 9 j CH 3 



CONH-C-S0 3 Na 



CH 3 



CONTROL 2 

For another comparison, a vinyl polymer latex having the following composition was used to carry 1 5 
out the same procedure as in Example 3, then the dye was not completely impregnated, thus partially 
deposited. In addition, the ratio of the impregnated amount of the hydrophobic dye to the polymer latex 
was found to be 0.67 :1 . 




20 EXAMPLE 4 

The foregoing ink composition that have been obtained in the examples and the control examples 
were used to carry out ink printing by the use of an ink-jet printing apparatus specified in Figures 1 to 3 
disclosed U.S. Patent No. 4,189,734. the apparatus being adjusted to the parameter given in Table 1. 
The results that were obtained by the printing were as shown in Table 2. As apparent from the table, the 
25 ink composition of the present invention was excellent. 
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TABLE 1 



Printing speed 


2.000 dots/sec. 


Static pressure 


-4.9 x 10"? Kg/cm 2 


Peak pressure of pulse 


1.8 Kg/cm 2 


Pulse voltage 


120V 


Pulse width 


110jis 


Diameter of orifice 


0.076 mm. 



TABLE 2 



Ink com- 
position 


Drying speed 1 ' 
on paper* 


Dot quality 


Clogging 

after 
1 0-hour 
storage in 
the room 


Density 2 ' 


True 
round- 
ness 


Gloss 


Ink of 
Example 1 


Within 
3 seconds 


1.61 


good 


glossy 


None 


Ink of 
Example 2 


Within 
3 seconds 


1.49 


good 


glossy 


None 


Ink of 
Example 3 


Within 
3 seconds 


1.82 


good 


glossy 


None 


Ink of 
Control 1 


Within 
3 seconds 


1.59 


good 


glossy 


Clogged 


Ink of 
Control 2 


Within 
3 seconds 


1.30 


good 


glossy 


None 



Note: • A recording paper whose sizing degree is 23 seconds in accordance with the stoechigt testing t 
method (JIS P— *122). 

1 ) Such period that the ink, after recording, becomes not nibbed off any hand. 

2) Spectral reflection density of each dye in the overall-printing area. 

5 CLAIMS 5 

1 . An ink composition for ink-jet printing which comprises an aqueous medium in which are 
dispersed particles of a polyurethane latex containing a dye. 

2. An ink composition according to Claim 1 , wherein the dye is a hydrophobic dye. 

3. An ink composition according to Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein the polyurethane latex comprises 

10 a polyurethane that is derived from a polyol and an isocyanate. 1 q 

4. An ink composition according to Claim 3, wherein the polyol is a prepoiymer or a prepofymer 
mixture having repeating units derived from an alkyl ether or ester having at least two hydroxy groups 
and a molecular weight of from 300 to 20,000. 

5. An ink composition according to Claim 3 or 4, wherein the isocyanate has the formula: 

15 0 = C = N-R-N = C = 0 15 

in which R represents an alkylene, cycloalkylene, arylene, alkylene-bisarylene, or arylene-bisalkylene 
group. 
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6. An ink composition according to Claim 1 or 2 wherein said polyurethane latex is represented by 
a formula: 



T ! ""' 



- CNHR ' NHC 



5 s^:---"S^^" := ^"' 6 

represents 

-WR'-hs-U-K:-^^— or 



_ 2 _^ 5 -Z-C— R 9 -C— Z) p R 6 — Z— ; 

S ! 

«*o i nn tn 1 o mole % to the v: and w represents from 1 .1 to Z.O. 
rePre rA„ ink JmposilT^ to a V ny of the p'receding Claims wherein the weight ratio of ^ g 

8 t £SS "cording to any of «,e preceding C.aims which comprises a wetting agent. 

wetting agent^ according ^ c|ajm 9 where!n the agen t has an 1 + LB value 

exceedingS.^ according ^ c|aim , , which comprises 5 to 70 parts by weight of the ^ 

25 wetting agent as c|ajmed ,„ any of the precedi cla i ms whi ch » 30 P arts 

by weight formaldehyde, en N-hydroxyalkyl-2-pyrrolidone of the formula (A) or an N-alkyl-2- 
pyrrolidone of the formula (B). 



R'OH 




(A) 



R ' 

SrT'Sp-O (B) 30 

30 



-CH 



R 2 ^R 3 



in which formulae 

R' is an alkylene group, and 

R, R„ R, and R 4 , which may be the same or different, are each an alkyl group. 

14. An ink composition according to Claim 1 and substantially as hereinbefore descnbed with 
reference to any of Examples 1 to 4. 



Printed for Her Majesty's Stationery Office by the Courier Press. Leamington Spa. 1983. PuWIshed^by the Patent Office. 
25 Southampton Buildings. London. WC2A 1 AY. from which copies may be obtamed. 
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